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JCSD reviews the past school year and looks ahead to the future 

The Jackson County Board of Education held their monthly meeting last evening at the district office in 

Vancleave.  Highlighting the meeting was an Annual Update including a summary of the past school year 

leading into a discussion of the strategic plan. 
 

Superintendent Dr. John Strycker reviewed the 2021-22 school year including a summary for the three 

attendance centers and district departments.  “Our primary goal during the pandemic was to get our students 

back in school with a sense of normalcy.  Then our job was to help the students recover emotionally, physically, 

and academically.” He went on to say, “We accomplished this goal as demonstrated by our outcomes!” 

 

Dr. Strycker emphasized recent outstanding ACT and 3rd grade reading scores which ranked in the top of the 

state and on the coast.  He applauded a district all-time high graduation rate this past year and highlighted the 

many extracurricular achievements including the baseball state championship of East Central High School.     

 

“Our outcomes clearly demonstrate that we accomplished our goal of getting our students back to school.  For 

example, our district 3rd grade reading scores are higher than pre-COVID.  I am proud of our students, parents, 

and school staff for making this happen,” said Board of Education President, Keith Lee.   

 

“With Board and administrative support, we purposefully invested additional funding to achieve the goal of 

bringing our students back to school and this investment paid off.  We must now balance this goal with ensuring 

the future financial security of the district,” said Strycker    

 

The district’s fund balance target is 12% or approximately $9.75M.  “We are projected to be above our target 

fund balance for the current fiscal-year but are anticipating a shortfall of $2.3M for FY23,” said Business 

Director Ryan Earley.   

 

“While that number seems high, capital projects allocations, if necessary, could be used to balance the budget.  

However, we would like to continue our scheduled facility projects with a focus on decisions with sustainable 

long-term financial security,” said Earley.   

 

The superintendent update concluded with a brief discussion regarding future district goals.  “No question, 

school security is a top priority looking ahead.  However, student achievement and finance will continue to be 

goals we want to prioritize,” said Strycker 

 

Before the regular meeting, the Board recognized the East Central Baseball team for winning the 5A state 

baseball championship this spring.  “Those boys are not only tremendous athletes, but great kids as well,” said 

Coach Long of the players.   
 

If there are any questions or concerns regarding this press release, please contact Superintendent John Strycker 

at 228-283-3000 or 989-233-2490. 


